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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The claims 
should be on a separate sheet. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Williams (5,963,924). 

Williams discloses an interface and corresponding method for electronic 
payments comprising: 

1 . A plurality of payment types, each* of the plurality of payment types is selectable using 
a an electronic payment interface, drop box; a single entry field that is operable to 
accommodate each of the plurality of payment types to perform a financial transaction, 
the single entry field receives payment information corresponding to a selected one of 
the plurality of payment types in a predetermined format, the single entry field further 
comprising tow or more single entry field formats, wherein each format is associated 
with a form of payment functionality; and help and formatting information, displayed 
near the single entry field, that indicates a proper format for entry of the payment 
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information into the single entry field, the help and formatting information further 
comprising two or more single entry field guides, wherein each field guide is associated 
with one of the forms of payment functionality, (col. 27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig. 1 
and 17— all) 

2. The electronic payment interface of claim 1 , wherein the electronic payment 
interface is hosted on an Internet sever, (col.9, lines 25-35) 

3. The electronic payment interface of claim 1 , further comprising interactive help that 
is accessible via the electronic payment interface, (col. 10, lines 1-18; col.27, line 20 to 
col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17— all) 

4. The electronic payment interface of claim 1, further comprising: a proceed button that 
is operable to continue the financial transaction; and a cancel button that is operable to 
cancel the financial transaction, (col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17— all) 

5. The electronic payment interface of claim 1 , wherein the electronic payment 
interface is accessed from a merchant's point of sale. (col. 10, lines 38-45) 

6. The electronic payment interface of claim 1, processor, communicatively coupled to 
the single entry field, that processes the payment information in completing the financial 
transaction, (col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17— all) 

7. The electronic payment interface of claim 6, wherein the payment processor is 
communicatively coupled to a remote server, (col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 
17— all) 
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8. The electronic payment interface of claim 1 , wherein the financial transaction 
performs electronic funds transfer to a merchant bank. (col. 27, line 20 to col. 28, line 20; 
fig.1 and 17— all) 

9. An Internet boesed single entry field electronic payment interface, comprising: a 
plurality of payment types; a single entry field that accommodates each of the plurality 
of payment plurality of payment types to perform a financial transaction the single entry 
field further comprising two or more single entry field formats, wherein each format is 
associated with a form of payment functionality; the single entry field receives payment 
information corresponding to at least one of the plurality of payment types in a 
predetermined format; and a formatting information system generating two or more 
single entry field guides, wherein each field guide is associated with one of the forms of 
payment functionality, (col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17— all) 

10. The Internet based single entry field electronic payment interface of claim 9, further 
comprising a payment processor that processes the payment information during the 
financial transaction, (col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17— all) 

1 1 . The Internet based single entry field electronic payment interface of claim 10, 
further comprising at least one additional payment processor; and payment processing 
is distributed, at least in part, between the payment processor and the at least one 
additional payment processor, (col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17 — all) 

12. The Internet based single entry field electronic payment interface of claim 10, 
wherein the payment processor is communicatively coupled to a remote server, (col.27, 
line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17— all) 
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13. The Internet based single ently field electronic payment interface of claim 10, 
wherein each payment processor is communicatively coupled to a merchant bank. 
(col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17— all) 

14. The Internet based single entry field electronic payment interface of claim 9, 
further comprising a remote server; and the remote server receives the payment 
information via the Internet, (col.9, lines 25-35) 

15. The Internet based single entry field electronic payment interface of claim 9, 
wherein the plurality of payment types comprises at least one of credit card, check 
debit, ATM card, and electronic money order, (col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 
and 17— all) 

16. An electronic payment method, comprising: selecting a payment type; generating 
formatting information for a single entry field corresponding to the payment type; and 
inputting payment information corresponding to the selected payment type into a single 
entry field; wherein the single entry field is operable to receive a plurality of payment 
types, (col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17— all) 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the selecting the payment type comprises 
selecting the payment from a predetermined list of payment types selectable using a 
drop box. (col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17— all) 

18. The method of claim 16, further comprising: payment processing using a payment 
processor; and wherein the payment processor being communicatively coupled to the 
single entry field, (col.27, line 20 to col.28, line 20; fig.1 and 17— all) 
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19. The method of claim 16, further comprising: performing at least one of remote 
payment processing and local payment processing, (col.27, line 20 to col. 28, line 20; 
fig.1 and 17— all) 

20. The method of claim 16, wherein the selection of the payment type enables the 
claim single entry field to receive one of the plurality of payment types; and further 
comprising providing help information indicative of a proper input format of the 
payment information. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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